
1

NewsLetter
January – February  2023

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

W hat an exciting year we have ahead of us. 
I’m Matt and I serve on the SMAC board 
of directors as Newsletter editor. I hope 

you are enjoying the new format. The Arts council is 
on fire this year with many shows and events already 
scheduled. Now is a great time to get involved in the 
Arts and SMAC has so many options for artistic 
expression. The SMAC website is a great way to search 
and find an activity to enjoy. It’s also an easy way to 
purchase tickets for upcoming shows and events. Here 
at the Newsletter, I look forward to reporting on 
upcoming opportunities, activities and events as well as 
posting about recent happenings. 

…all the Art that’s fit to print!
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                                Standing ovation to our newest members! 
Patricia Benosky 
Deborah Bosivert 
Donna Broomhall 

Julie Burgher 
Laura Burk 

Brenda Carville 
Tim Coble 

Joan Cooper 
Catherine and Randall Cummins 

Joyce and Mike Dittrich 
Judith and Walter Dunbar 

William England 
Mary Geihsler 
Carley Gillis 

Sally Goodrich 
Janice Norvell 

Patti Jones 
Mary Beth Karns 

Tracey LaBass 
Sharon Littlepage 

SMAC is so grateful to all our members, renewing and new. Please consider 
yourselves among friends and art lovers in our organization. If you checked off an 
interest area when you joined (such as art, music or writing) get in touch with the 
expert in that area from the list of Board Members in this newsletter so you can 
receive personalized information about activities and possibilities! 

Sheridan Brown, VP Membership 

Charlene and John Maresca 
Joan Mitchell 

Jan and Eric Mosley 
Susan Moylan 

Ruth Oczkowski 
Kathy Phillips 

Judy Reap 
Lucy Rohweder 

Diane Ryan 
Patricia Saunders 

Barbara Schwemer 
Renatta Scruggs 

Brian Sokol 
Shirley Sorrentino 

Ann and Tom Tavino 
Dana Walz 

Roberta Winzele 
 Casey Weston 

Dottie and David Wilson 
Judy and Kurt Wolfe 

Roger Wuerfel 
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Opportunities

It's time to get ready for SMAC's annual John Faber Memorial  PHOTO SHOW!
The entry forms are due by April 5. The rules, categories and entry forms will be 
posted on the SMAC website by Feb. 1. Framed entries delivered to Bethlehem UMC on 
April 25. Opening reception at Bethlehem UMC April 28. Exhibition open April 29-30.
See you there!

Calling all Singers!
Starting March 7, the Lakeside Singers will begin Spring rehearsals in preparation for 
the June 2&3 shows. There are no auditions. Just come and give it a whirl. Reading 
music is a plus and being able to carry a tune to blend with those around you is 
important. This years theme is country and western music. The first rehearsal is 
March 7 at 6 pm at Trinity Ecumenical Parish. This is always fun and a short term 
commitment!
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The Photo Club continues to hold monthly meetings the first 
Monday of each month at the Moneta Library and/or via 

zoom. We have many guest speakers during the year and hold 
club related photography activities as well. New members are 

always welcome with experience levels from rank beginners up to and including 
advanced/professionals.

T he local schools in Franklin, Pittsylvania and Bedford counties have received the 
announcement of the 2023 scholarships offered by the Smith Mountain Arts Council.   
If you know of a high school senior who might be interested in applying for a 

scholarship, please point them to the website below for more information!  
SMAC awards up to two $2,000 two-year college scholarships for high school seniors 
demonstrating talent in the Performing, Visual or Literary Arts. Eligible students must be 
attending the following high schools or are home schooled in the geographic areas of these 
schools: Franklin County High School, Gretna High School, Staunton River High School, 
Christian Heritage Academy and SML Christian Academy.
https://smithmountainartscouncil.com/scholarship

2023 SMAC Scholarships

The Smith Mountain Arts Council (SMAC) offers a number of arts related 
services to the community including two musical groups the B-Sharps 
and the Noteables, that entertain at senior facilities throughout the year

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmithmountainartscouncil.com%2Fscholarship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1T4F8fSnUjpL8l11w-aKnwBCSy2DBVpQiqWN9i-FG7XVlddhtpWzq9J3I&h=AT3E81-G-l2rTIcFi31ieaHFK4dXWJU7v6K04TSVZkxoi7cxncDX2TT0SIYzTDl-i3FeiZlrXxadG8AdpE8qcYl1NOzuYTxlaiO6T3J6MUGgo6FyKEGW45jsgF5CZtCxIov0YRbN3rq31xmDyNrsLUvZpQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2dkFgA95bkqMk9Hb39SOMWQnik964cVtTu8KxSRK_tTg9zToN6q7F5T-ODELc8n_MChUzSH-Dc0TvYXKZzm2DT6jnHS_Xzgxxla1WIoc6xAobBxM7gHu0IzPEWHlVJF2IPGHuIIvMLar2uwZDKcHqBQUUUQbsgCN1KIvQufSz7gbkrGvFYVVszsycOdmNvS2cR0Yq-TuDqQQ
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Junior Appalachian 
Musicians (JAM) is a 
program that teaches 
elementary and middle 
school students how to play 
Appalachian music on guitar, 
banjo and fiddle. Check out 
our website for information
on classes and schedules. 
https://jamkids.org

https://jamkids.org
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Bower Center Announces New Winter Class Schedule  
  
The Bower Center for the Arts is excited to announce its new Winter Classes & 
Workshops beginning in January 2023.  Ring in the New Year by exploring your 
creative side in one of our many class or workshop opportunities. 
  
Classes and workshops are available for both adults and youth, covering visual and 
performing arts and wellness.   Classes include Pottery, Youth Clay Lab, Mosaics Basics, 
Mosaic Portraits, half hour private Guitar or Bass lessons, Youth Theatre, Table Runner 
Macrame Workshop, 10 Things to Love About Watercolor Workshop, Yoga and more! 
  
The gift of Art is available at the Bower Center in the form of classes or gift cards to 
share with friends or loved ones. In order to purchase your gift of Art visit our website 
at www.bowercenter.org and click on Shop at the top of the page. 
  
 The Bower Center is located at 305 N Bridge Street. For more information about these 
classes & workshops, upcoming exhibits, Calls for Artists, concerts and more, visit the 
website at www.bowercenter.org/classes or call 540-586-4235.   
  
Bower Center for the Arts is a 501(c)(3) organization holding the belief that the arts 
create transformative experiences. BCA’s mission is to make visual and performing arts 
available to the Bedford region, to become a creative force and an educational 
resource for the community, and to harness the economic vitality of the arts. 
Gallery admission is always free. 

http://www.bowercenter.org/
http://www.bowercenter.org/classes
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Happy New Year to all our SMAC Members and patrons. In closing out 2022, I hope 
everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas. As always, we very much 
appreciate your patronage and support in 2022. Stay tuned as we are looking forward 
for an exciting 2023, with Coffeehouse events starting in the Spring 2023, again in 
the fall, then closing 2023 with our traditional Christmas Concert in December.

Here’s a peek of our 2022  Annual Christmas Concert “Home for the Holidays”
w/ Maestro David Stewart Wiley with Special Guest, Soprano, Adelaide Trombetta 
and Violinist Kevin Matheson.

Visit our website WWW.SMAC-ARTS.COM to stay to purchase tickets for our 
upcoming events and on details of coming shows.

Joe Yarbrough, Chair. 

http://www.smac-arts.com/
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Membership 
Members receive advance e-mail notices of opportunities and ticket sales, as well as discounts on tickets and entry fees. Don't lose out! You can join/renew on our website.We look forward to seeing you at SMAC events!for current status of your membership, email

Sponsorship 
The Smith Mountain Arts Council is seeking event sponsors.Contact Karen DeBord (debordk@gmail.com) if you are interested in sponsoring an event.  Amounts from $20-$2000 are accepted! 

E-Blasts 

Did you Know? The more 

you share and like our 

eBlasts the more our events 

are attended and the more 

SML artists are kept alert 

on what’s happening 
through SMAC.

* If your loved one loved the arts, SMAC can set up a memorial fund to receive contributions in their name.  

SMAC Website 
Don’t forget to check it 

out! Not only can you find 

the latest Upcoming 

Events, you can also 

purchase tickets and find 

our latest Newsletters.
    smithmountianartscouncil.com

Officers 
President

Dianna Weiner

Vice President
Sheridan Brown

Secretary
Dana Walz

Treasurer
Marty Bowers

Board Members 
     Art Show            Lake Players
 Marita Cheney       Anne Motley

  Lake Writers       Lakeside Singers
 Al Inhoff             Karen DeBord 

                       
 Newsletter             Photo Club 
 Matt Karris             Rich Miller 

                  
Photo Show               Publicity

     Kathryn Orth       Dianna Weiner

 Scholarship               Webmaster
Kathleen Riordan     Larry Sakayama

Membership           
Sheridan Brown

Special Events & Prod. Manager
Joe Yarbrough

Jr. Appalachian Music Youth Program
Jim Mullins 

SMACmembersrock@gmail.com

mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:SMACmembersrock@gmail.com
mailto:debordk@gmail.com
mailto:debordk@gmail.com
mailto:debordk@gmail.com
mailto:debordk@gmail.com
mailto:debordk@gmail.com
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The Lakeside Singers is a large mixed chorus made 
up of local singers who perform popular and 

traditional music in four-part harmony. The Lakeside 
Singers puts on an annual themed concert, usually 

two shows during the first weekend in June. To join  
contact Karen at debordk@gmail.com  

The SML Photo Club provides creative support 
of all area photographers. The club meets in  
the Moneta Library’s Community room on the 
first Monday of each month at 7pm. To join 
contact Rich at rich.miller@weichert.com

The Lake Players meet several times a year to read 
and perform plays written by well-known playwrights, 
as well as those written by local talent. To join contact 

Anne at damotley@centurylink.net 

This is a popular, annual, non-juried exhibition of 
original artwork in a variety of genres by regional 
artists of all ages. Several cash awards are presented 
at the opening reception. A People’s Choice award is 
also presented at the close of the exhibition. More 
info? Contact Marita at maritacheneysml@gmail.com

A group of writers from around the Smith Mountain Lake 
area. The group includes writers of fiction, nonfiction, 
drama, and poetry. Some are published writers, and 

some are aspiring to getting their work published. To 
join contact Al atalwinhoff@gmail.com

Special Events include the Roanoke 
Symphony, jazz performances, coffee house 
concerts and other musical activities. For 
more info contact Joe at 
jyarbrough171@msn.com

SMACInfo…

Are you interested in participating in any of these activities? Point 
your camera to the QR code (to the left) and visit our website!  
From there,  you can contact us and let us know what your interests 
are.  You can also become a member!  You get: discounted tickets 
to our events as well as advance notices for opportunities, ticket 
sales and lots of artsy information!

mailto:maritacheneysml@gmail.com
mailto:jyarbrough171@msn.com
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Junior Appalachian Musicians 
(JAM) is a program that teaches 
elementary and middle school 
students how to play Appalachian 
music on guitar, banjo and fiddle. 
Check out our website for 
information on classes and 
schedules. https://jamkids.org

Steel Drums took root at SML 
nearly 10 years ago after a 
Roanoke-based steel drum 
band performed a SMAC-
sponsored concert here. 

Fascinated audience members, 
many of whom are still with the 
band, jumped at the chance to 
practice and perform right here 

at SML. Since then a second 
“beginner” band has formed, 
as have ukulele and marimba 

ensembles. Performances 
always benefit local charities 
and over $100,000 has been 

donated so far. New players are 
welcome: contact Jerry at 

540-420-0900 for more info. 

Bower Center for the Arts 
embodies the belief that the 

arts hold transformative 
potential. Article on page 3 

and class info on page 6.
www.bowercenter.org. 

 

SMACAFFILATES

SML Steel 
Drum and 
Marimba Band

“Our Mission is to provide live 
theatrical productions for the 
education and enrichment of the 
community”. 
www.littletownplayers.com

We are an association of 
approximately 50 members from 

varying musical backgrounds who 
like each others’ company enough to 
meet once a month to socialize, talk 

about songwriting, and critique each 
others’ songs, all in the interest of 

becoming better songwriters.
We are a welcoming, supportive 

community of people who believe that 
songs can change the world for the 
better.  If you would like to hang out 
with us, we would love to meet you.

www.svsasongs.com

The Smith Mountain Lake 
Center, Inc. is a non-profit 

organization working to develop 
a centrally located, multi-use 

facility and gathering place for 
education, entertainment, and 

community and tourism events.
The Center will serve the needs 

of residents and visitors of 
Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia, 

and the surrounding region, 
and build a stronger sense of 

community. For more 
information, progress reports 

and ways you can help, visit our 
website at www.SMLcenter.org.

Most shows are announced and 
updated on our website weekly.  We 
try to keep our patrons up to speed 

with low ticket prices, warnings and 
on-sale announcements, and changes 

to our shows via social media.
https://www.harvester-music.com

We are a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to bringing good 
fellowship and the interchange of 
ideas to those interested in the art 
and craft of quilting. Check out 
the SMAC website for more info 
and how you can join.

The 1st Annual Open Art Show 
presented by Bald Knob Artists 
(BKA) will be Sept. 16-18 at Rocky 
Mount United Methodist Church, 35 
N. Main St. in Rocky Mount.

http://visitsmithmountainlake.com/
https://jamkids.org
https://bowercenterforthearts.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/feb149cb144640508c08855043652f46
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                         Join SMAC or renew membership via PayPal or credit card:  https://smithmountainartscouncil.com/about 

 
P.O. Box 70. Moneta, Virginia  24121 

             Address Service Requested 

  

                                                               Visit us at:  www.smithmountainartscouncil.com  
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