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Winners Announced for Smith Mountain Lake Council Art Show 

The Smith Mountain Lake Council Art Show recently concluded with an array of exceptional artworks on 
display. The competition showcased a diverse range of talent, with artists across various categories. The art 
show was judged by Tracy Budd from the Studio School in Roanoke. The show was well attended at both 

the Opening Reception on Friday evening throughout Saturday and Sunday during Gallery Viewing. 

Here are the distinguished winners:

Best in Show:  
Mimi McHale “Wildflower” 

  
Judith Cain Memorial Awards: 
Shelley LaTreill and Dan Madar 

  
Student Awards: 

First Place C. Nininger “ Sunflowers” 
Second Place: Cora Perretta. “A Little Rusty” 

Merit Award: Audrey Pritt “ The Lovers Redrawn “ 
  

Mixed Media Category  
First Place: Hannah Dunagan: “ Sign of Abundance” 

Second Place: Casey Weston: “ Eternal Traveler” 
Merit: Patricia Carr” In the Spirit of His Maker” 

  
Watercolor  

First Place: Dennis Johnson “Big Splash” 
Second Place: Nancy Ostroff “ Barn Shadow” 

Merit: Melissa Pilkington “ Dragonfly” 
  

Acrylic  
First Place:Beth Rodgers “Sisters on Mirror Lake” 

Second Place: Patti Jones “ I Lift my Eyes to the Mountain “ 
Merit: Elaine Wilson “Ole Soul” 

  
Oils  

First Place: Hannah Dunagan. ”More Precious than Rubies” 
Second Place: Leah Thompson  “Long Line, Short Fuse” 

Merit: Mark Johnson “ Golden Beets”

The Smith Mountain Lake art show winners demonstrated not only technical skill, but also a deep 
connection to their chosen mediums, creating an inspiring and diverse exhibition that delighted! 
Congratulations, to all the talented artists who contributed to the success of this year's event! 
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Enjoy a closer look at this year's Art Show winners amazing work!
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Art Judge: Tracy Budd                                     Art Show Chair: Marita Cheney

Showman Chris Michael Mesmerizes Audience 
In an unforgettable night of laughter and astonishment, SMAC special events hosted 
renowned entertainer Chris Michael, a unique blend of comedian and magician, 
leaving the audience spellbound at the Westlake YMCA 293 First Watch Dr., Moneta. 
Dubbed as a "mind-bending showman," Chris Michael seamlessly combined humor 
and magic, creating an atmosphere of sheer amazement. The event, which took place 
on November 11, 2023, drew an enthusiastic crowd eager to experience the fusion of 
comedy and mystique. 

The success of this event marks a memorable night for both Chris Michael and the 
Smith Mountain Lake community. As word of the mind-bending showman's 
performance spreads, attendees are already eagerly anticipating his return for another 
round of astonishment.
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Roanoke Symphony Orchestra's Maestro David Stewart 
Wiley Leads Annual Home for the Holidays Concert

In a musical celebration that has become a cherished tradition, SMAC Special 
Events presents its annual "Home for the Holidays" Christmas Concert on 
December 15th 2023, featuring the esteemed Maestro David Stewart Wiley. 

David Stewart Wiley, renowned for his exceptional leadership as the Maestro of the 
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra, boasts an impressive resume of conducting symphonies 
across the United States and around the globe. Having conducted orchestras in cities 
such as Atlanta, Buffalo, Cincinnati, San Francisco, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, 
Minnesota, Saint Louis, Oregon, Hawaii, and Utah, his influence extends far beyond 
the Roanoke community. Recently, the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra board made a 
significant announcement, extending Maestro David Stewart Wiley's contract for an 
additional four years. This decision solidifies his position as the longest-tenured Music 
Director & Conductor in the orchestra's storied 71-year history. 

Joining Maestro Wiley on stage for this festive occasion are his son, Misha Wiley, a 
familiar face to many, having captivated audiences with his cello performances 
alongside his family from an early age.  

Additionally, the concert will feature the talents of 
Brian Thorsett, a tenor whose voice adds a special touch 
to the holiday repertoire.   Brian hailed as “a strikingly 

gifted tenor, with a deeply moving, unblemished voice”has been seen in over 100 diverse operatic roles 
and fosters a stylistically diversified repertoire of over 300 concert works. 

"Home for the Holidays" Christmas Concert promises an evening of joy, harmony, and festive cheer for 
the entire community. Don't miss this opportunity to experience the magic of the season with these 
exceptional musicians. The concert will take place 7pm at Trinity Ecumenical Parish, located at 40 
Lakemount Drive, Moneta.  
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The SML Parrot Pan and Toucan Pan Steel Drum Bands will perform a 
concert of toe-tapping Holiday favorites on Saturday, Dec. 16, at 3 PM.  
Like last year, the show will be a benefit for Scruggs Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue and will be held at their HQ building, 2130 Bluewater Drive, Moneta. 
Scheduled in the afternoon so as not to conflict with holiday evening plans 
you may have, this show is a very family-friendly event. Watch for more 
details on at-the-door ticket prices and expanded food/refreshment offerings 
being planned for this year. Hope to see you there! 

Steel Drum Bands to perform Holiday favorites!

Franklin County JAM has enrolled 35 students and we now have 5 full time teachers. One of the new 
teachers is one of our former students who is now 17 years old and teaches one of our two beginning 
guitar classes. His name is Pierce Workman. We have had 7 lessons this semester and will have  a 
show scheduled for December 12th which is a Tuesday 
afternoon at the Gereau Center in Rocky Mount at 4:15.  All 
students will perform and the show will be about 45 minutes. 
We would love to have some of our SMAC members attend. 

This is the largest group of students we have ever had and they 
are making exceptional progress and showing a true love for 
old time Appalachian music. 

Thanks goes to SMAC for all their support for the last 9 and a 
half years but especially Marty Bowers who sends donation 
letter to donors, pays our teachers each month and deposits all 
the lesson fees each week. We could not do it without her. 
THANK YOU to all our supporters. 

Jim Mullens 

Junior Appalachian Musicians



7

Christina Anglin
James Ashton

Whitney Brock
Cindy Cates
Kristin Cudd
Loni Fabian

Lisa Faist
Carla Fosbre

Yvonne Gabel
Ellen and Max Gaberdiel

Diamond Gabriel
Lauren Hefner

Milt Hobbs
Regina Hurd

Shelley Koopman
Diane Lewis

Michael Morris
Jane Murden

Cyndee Norris
Janice Norvell

Abigail Padgett
David Rakes

Mitchell Reaves
Shirley Sorrentino
Therese Spitulski

Dennis and Sue Sulka
James Tarantino

Sharon Williamson
Lynn Wilson

Judy & Kurt Wolfe
Maria Zambanini

Karen Zimmerman

Welcome new members! 

Together our members 
create artful 

experiences and 
memories at Smith 

Mountain Lake. You are 
a gift to us and we 

value your membership. 
Thank you! Membership 

in SMAC can increase 
accountability for the 

board. Members can 
feel more involved in 
the nonprofit, which 

can lead to increased 
giving. Members are 

invited to SMAC Board 
meetings at 9:30 am the 

third Friday of each 
month at TEP Church.
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Explore volunteer opportunities 
available to members of the 
Smith Mountain Arts Council!

Immerse yourself in the artistic 
and creative atmosphere, gaining 
exposure to diverse forms of 
expression, contribute your skills 

and passion to the arts community 
and make a meaningful impact. 
Network with fellow artists and 
performers and art enthusiasts 
fostering, valuable connections.

We’re in search of members who have an interest in assisting SPECIAL EVENTS, with building 
stage, setting up stage lighting, sound reinforcement and on occasions setting up tables and 

chairs. If interested please send an e-mail to: info@smac-arts.com, to have someone contact you 
with additional details. 

Keep an eye out for our e-Blast for events, volunteer opportunities and updates. 
 As always, we very much appreciate your patronage and support.  

mailto:info@smac-arts.com
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Officers
President – Dianna Weiner
Vice President – Sheridan Brown
Secretary – Diane Ryan
Treasurer – Marty Bowers

Board Members
Art Show – Marita Cheney
Community Liaison – Dana Walz
Junior Appalachian Music Youth Program – Jim Mullins
Lakeside Singers – David Shea
Membership – Sheridan Brown
Newsletter – Matt Karris
Photo Show – Kathryn Orth
Publicity – Dianna Weiner
Scholarship – Kathleen Riordan
Special Events & Prod. Manager – Joe Yarbrough
Webmaster – Larry Sakayama
Youth Arts Camp — Karen DeBord

Sponsorship 

The Smith Mountain Arts 
Council is seeking event 

sponsors. Contact Karen DeBord 
(debordk@gmail.com) if you are 
interested in sponsoring an event.  

Amounts from $20-$2000 are 
accepted! 

E-Blasts

Did you Know? The more you 
share and like our eBlasts the 
more our events are attended 
and the more SML artists are 
kept alert on what’s happening 

through SMAC.

SMAC Website

Don’t forget to check it out! Not only can 
you find the latest Upcoming Events, you 
can also purchase tickets and find our 
latest Newsletters.

https://smithmountainartscouncil.com/

Membership


Members get advance e-mail notices of 
opportunities and ticket sales, as well as 

discounts on tickets and entry fees. Don't 
lose out! You can join/renew on our 

website.We look forward to seeing you at 
SMAC events!

mailto:debordk@gmail.com
https://smithmountainartscouncil.com/
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Affiliates
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Affiliates

Smith Mountain 
Arts Council 
Affiliates are 
independent 
organizations 
that share the 
mission of 
supporting the 
arts. SMAC and 
its affiliates seek 
opportunities to 
engage in 
mutually 
beneficial 
activities which 
further each 
organizations, 
mission and 
vision.
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                         Join SMAC or renew membership via PayPal or credit card:  https://smithmountainartscouncil.com/about 

 
P.O. Box 70. Moneta, Virginia  24121 

             Address Service Requested 

  

                                                               Visit us at:  www.smithmountainartscouncil.com  
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